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May 24, 1978

Menp to Fite:

Re: Utah Interrr,ational, fnc.
Iron County, Utah
Aer/02r/007

On May 1-2th 1978, Jfu Sndth and Bnian Buck met with t'tr'. Dennis Stansbury
of Utah Inten-rational to inspect this operation.

Tho MoGern' Durop was irrspected fir.st and found to have a very good cover
of clover with only scattered grasses. This dump was seeded with cl-oven only
in 1975 and this spning has come up we1l. An additional seeding of gr?ass should
be nrade to augment the legi.rnes and natural brush.

The Blacl.bind Pit is a deep, narron trench thr,at was abandoned necently.
There is still a snral-l anptrnt of or^e in the pit and this rai-gfrt cause a bnief
rejuvenation of nining jn this pit in the futr:ne. Al-1 of the waste from the
pit was lr,auled uptr:ill to the south and dunped into the deep frene Pit. The
Blacl.Sird Pit is a sacrifice anea and only nequi.res safety berrns and warr^ring
signs around its penimeten.

The Irene Pit is abandoned and partially filIed. fts south and west wal-l-s
are ver5/ steep and need safetSz banriens. The old dumps need regnading and re-
seeding as does the pit fil+. The haul road frr:m the Irene and Bfacl.6ir:d Pits
needs to be ::ipped and reseeded.

The Liffile Mornon and Eclipse Pits are now actively being mined, but probably
will be mined out soon. The dumps above both pits have been negnaded to rounded
configr::rations. A neseeding effort on the Eclipse D.rnp lns failed. Waste from
both pits is being placed in the Pioche Pit which is one of U.S. Steelrs old

:icipated thrat the Pioche Pit will be entirely filted. The oldPrLD. IL rD CUrL

dumps aror.md the Pioche Pit are the property of U.S. Steel. The pit arreas of
the Eclipse and Littl-e Mornpn raines a::e sacnifice areas and only nequir.e the
safetlr berrns.

A mn-r,n -ining openation is now being conducted in what is l.rrovnr as the
Arrnstrong/South Lindsay Pit. The pit area being rnined is onty a srnall porLion
of a long, narr\)\^r, deep pit which is quite t:nstabl-e and will be abandoned in
the fall of 1978. Waste fn:m the nining is being placed in the pneviously
abandoned Lindsay Pit. This la:rge and complex rnine complex is Ia:rgeIy ovined
in fee by Utah Interrratiornl- with substantial ar€as held by Utah Internation via
lease agneements. Utah Internation will regnade and reclaim the land controlled
by it but cannot do so on the leased land.\
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The mixed ovrnenship of the above descnibed areas in addition to possi-ble
1ow-gnadq Ore val-ues of some por"tions of the old dr:rnps complicates the recla-
mation plogarn for" flrese areas. The lcnv-gnade ore dumps should Iogically be
frrllrz rlanlofar] .'niOn tO any neclanntiOn wOrk SO that the OperatOnS inVOlVed
can r.niformly coordinate their. effonts at reclanntion. fdeally the entire
a:rea would be negraded and ::eseeded at once by pe::tnps one contracton so as
to m:inirnize the cost to all parties. Such coondination between Utah Inten-
n:rr'an:-l TI q Steelr CrFrg I Corp. and, vanious othen o\^Inet?s shoul-d berrqulvrr(4t v.v.

encounaged by the State.

Utah Internatiorr,al openates a magnetic and fl-otation benefication plant
at Iron Spnings. The coanse refuse is conveyored to a higlr pile adjacent to
- +--ir-'*-^ ^j'^ which netains the fine nefuse. One is sorted by size and gnadecr- Lcr--L-L-rlrBD PJ-r-s
and is shipped by nail. Reclanntion at the plant site will consist of naising
all shops, offices and equipment. The ore stor:age area wil-l be regnaded as will
the coa:rse refuse area. A11 areas will be scanified and seeded.

fhe McCahill-Thonrpson Alluvium Mine is prognessing in an ordenly manner.
The on-going neclamation at this site is la:rgely verS/ successful with a good
stand of gnass and native br,ush over: much of the regraded area.

fn genenal, the quality of Utah Inten-rationalrs reclanntion efforbs to date
h,as been finst class. Futune success of la::ge scale rectanntion depends on
coorriination with other" oper-atons and also on limiting the grazing of neseeded
aneas. fhe fee su::face ownens and the BLM should be contacted as to the possi-
l-rili+rz af famrvrn63ily excluding gnazing of cattle and sheep on newly reseeded
areas.

No devel-opment wonk has
pnrposed pits.

been done to date on the Apnil Fool or Thompson

BRrAN ,,. BU.K &/B
H$GTNEERING GEOLOGIST
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